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Springtime is here,
and after such a cold
winter, it is most wel-
come. As | write this,
Nort h Car
landscape is bursting
with green and sun-
shine. | love it, and so
do visitors to our Civ-
il War destinations.

Although many areas
of our
my have slowed in
recent years, tourism
is not one of them.
Heritage tourists in
particular continue to
visit historical and
cultural attractions in
increasing numbers.

In fact, they spend
more time and money
in our communities
that average vacation-
ers, so get your spring
cleaning done, cut the
grass, and be ready
for the 2011 summer
tourist season. The
Civil War sesquicen-
tennial is upon us and

the wetch fire

Newsletter of the North Carolina Civil War Tourism Council, Inc.

North Carolina is

leading the way.

In this issue of The
oWhat¢h nFaedwe have
lots of great material
including details about
the North Carolina

Civil War Tourism

Counci | 62912
grants program (please

see page 13 for more
s t a tino@natione c o n o -

With this program,
council members may
be eligible for up to
$500 in  matching
funds for projects that
promote North Caroli-
nads Civil
age and tourism econ-
omy.

This is a great oppor-
tunity, but do not for-
get, you must be a
member of the council
to be eligible for con-
sideration! And with
that in mind, | want to
thank all of you who
have renewed your

Spring 2011

individual and corpo-
rate memberships for
2011. Tourism counci
programs are funded
exclusively from an-
nual membership dues,
so your checks areg
much appreciated.

| 2v@ntitd extend a spe-
cial thanks to our new
members: Bentonville
Battlefield Historical

Association, the Muse-
um of the Albemarle,
and Ms. Tonia Smith
of Pinehurst, N.C. |

assure you, you havg
joined an organization
that is committed to
proenoting hadl rofi dur
st at eds tr

War assets from the
mountains to the
coast.

Thank you for all you
do,
new members
welcome.

feel

Best regards,
Jim
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CSS Meuse WcaaYacf UhYg
US Colored Troops

The CSS NeuseState
Historic Site and Governor
Caswell Memorial hosted a
Commemoration of the CSS
Neuse Crew and US Colored
Troops from Lenoir County
in mid-March, 2011.

The event came just
one day after the 146the an-
niversary of the scuttling of
the CSS Neuseby her own
crew to keep it from falling
into enemy hands. In honor
of the crew of the CSS
Neuse this was strictly a na-
val event with various dis-
plays which included: a na-
val surgeon, mines and tor-

Second Saturdays programs to bring free
fun to visitors of CSS

June 11, 2011

Thi ¥safurdayé
gram will focus on how tex-
tiles were used during the
Civil War era and onward.
Visitors will see how fibers
were made into yarn by
spinning and how they were
dyed by natural means.
Quilters will be showing
how textiles were made into
functional works of art. Pro-
gram will be from 10am to
3pm. For more information
call the site at (252) 52091.

July 9, 2011

For YiSe@d2rday

pedoes, navigation, steam en-
gines, typical weapons, and was turned over to Malcolm
sea bag and haversack (what a Beech from the Cultural Her-

sailor would have carried
with him). Tours of the CSS

Neuse were also given
throughout the day. There
were also timed artillery
demonstrations.  The final
artillery demonstration of the

day was part of the commem-
oration ceremony. Site Man-

ager Guy Smith gave a brief
description of the gunboat
then the names of the CSS
N e u sCGrevswere read be-
fore the cannon was fired by
the Carolina Living History

gram in July, if you are in-

terested in classic cars, come

sBe"what the site has for you.

Several local car clubs will be
showcasing their classic and
vintage vehicles, or just their

opride and
grounds of the CSSNeuse
State  Historic  SiteGov.

Richdd Easwell Memorial.

€ by Holly Weaver, C.S.S.NeuseState Historic Site

Neuse this summer

j obedrom 12:80 p.AB re. with

PageZ\\
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Guild. Then the ceremony

itage Museum who spoke
about the Lenoir County US
Colored Troops and the can-
non was fired by Battery B
US Colored Troops. The
Cultural Heritage Museum
hosted a US Colored Troops
Symposium on this same
weekend and this turned out
to be a great chance for collab-
oration between our site to
get the community involved
in our history. Next issue:
update on the CSNeusanu-
seum groundbreaking.

Program will be from 10am to
3pm. For more information
call the site at (252) 52D91.

August 13, 2011

Come learn the social graces
of a tea party during the Civil
War era. For™th
Saturdaydé progry
NeuseState Historic Site, will
host a Ladies Social on the
front lawn. Light refresh-
ments will be served follow-
ing our featured speaker. Peri-
od dress is welcomed, but not
required. This program will

the speaker to begin at 1 p.m..
For more information call the

.\\

site at (252) 522091.
fa
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NC Civil War Roundtable News

Ft. Macon Civil War Roundtable

The Ft. Macon Civil War Roundtable meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the Carteret County
Community Center Student Union Building in Morehead City at 7 pm, except in December. If you are inter
ested in speaking or have ideas for topics, please contact Joe Strdstt@id@ec.rr.com

Civil War Roundtable of Eastern North Carolina (Jacksonville, NC)

The Jacksonville Civil War Roundtable of Eastern North Carolina meets at 6:30 on the fourth Thursday of
each month at the Golden Corral, 209 Freedom Way (of NC Hwy. 24) in Jacksonville, NC. Buffet dinner
begins at 6:30, followed by the meeting starting at 7 pm. All are welcome. For more information, contact K
Kimball at likimball@ec.rr.com

New Bern Civil War Roundtable
The New Bern Civil War Roundtable meets in the |g
408 Hancock St. in New Bern at 7 pm on the second Wednesday of the month (Skfaty).

Durham Civil War Roundtable

The Durham Civil War Roundtable meets at Bennett Place State Historic Site in Durham, NC, typically on
the third Thursday of each month, except for the summer months (June, July, and August). Please contact
Bennett Place Historic Site at 918834345 for more information or emabbennett@ncdcr.gov This is a mem-
bership paying historical organization (please call for the latest membership fees). Proceeds go toward gues
speakers, programs, and preservation projects related to Civil War heritage.

Cape Fear Civil War Roundtable
The Cape Fear Civil War Roundtable meets on the second Thursday of the month (September through M3y,
at St. Andrews Onthe-Sound Episcopal Church, 101 Airlie Road in Wilmington. Registration opens at 6:3(
p.m., social hakhour at 7, and program at 7:30 p.m. For more information, visitp://www.cfcwrt.com/ .

North Carolina Civil War Roundtable in Burlington, NC

The NC Civil War Roundtable meets in Burlington, NC on the third Saturday of every other month
(January, March, May, July, September, and November). Meetings are held at the K&W Cafeteria, 2629
Ramada Road in Burlington. Social hour begins at 6 pm, followed by dinner and a program at 6:30 pm.

Outer Banks Civil War Roundtable

The Outer Banks Civil War Roundtable usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at th
Duck Woods Country Club. For more information contact Mike Ross at (252) Z8I08ext.1 or email him at
rossobx@charter.net

(D

Piedmont Civil War Roundtable
The Piedmont Civil War Roundtable meets on the third Thursday of alternate months at St. Gabriel Catholic
Church in Charlotte. The church is located at the intersection of Providence and Shafamity Roads. For
more information and scheduled speakers, please contact Bill Quinmafuinn@carolina.rr.com

Western NC Civil War Roundtable
The Western NC Civil War Roundtable meets the second Monday of each month from August through Ma:

[ Continued on ne:@ge
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in room 215 of the Jackson County Criminal Justice Building in Sylva. Refreshments and social hour start|at
6:30 pm followed by a 7 pm meeting.

William Dorsey Pender Civil War Roundtable
The Wi lliam Dorsey Pender Civil War Roundtabl e |Mmeet
cated at 1331 N. Wesleyan St, on the fourth Thursday of the month, The social (half) hour begins at 6 pm
followed by a 6:30 pm buffet, and 7:15 pm speaker. Cost of the buffet is $12. For more information pleasg con-
tact Ken Lautzenheiser atwrtken@embargmail.com

Raleigh Civil War Roundtable
The Raleigh Civil War Round Table meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm., at the NC Histofy
Museum in downtown Raleigh, located at the corner of Edenton and Wilmington Streets, across from the
State Capitol. Members and guests are encouraged to meet for supper at High Park Bar and Grill located at
625 E. Whitaker Mill Road at 5:15; and for further discussion at Napper Tandy's, 126 N. West St (diagonally|
across the street from the 42nd Street Oyster Bar), immediately after the meeting. For more information or
speakers, please emaivfan2@aol.conor visit www.raleighcwrt.org.

Brunswick Civil War Roundtable

The Brunswick Civil War Round Table meets on the first Tuesday of the month at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 209 E. Nash St. in Southport. Registration begins at 6:30 p.m. and the presentations begin at 7
Visit www.southporttimes.com/articles/2010/2010081401.htanrlschedule information.

N
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Theater of the American South to feature
Civil War in Song & Legend and more .y caycoke

WILSON fi Theater of the ipis productionat the legend- presentations on the Battle of
American South, a festival of 4 y Fordds Th e ®hilphe by i Profesgps sTimothy
Southern plays, food, and cul-  jhgton, DC, where it became Smith of the University of Ten-
ture, will feature the Civil  one of the longest running nesseeMartin (May 14), Civil
War during its 2011 season in s hows i n Fo rHeI 6 SVarpriedicing (marking the re-
recognition of the sesquice construction of the former
tennial of the start of the ) Confederate hospital in
War. Theater of the Ameri-§ & Wilson) by Dr. Matthew
can South will run May 175888 Farina and Civil War
through May 29, 2011 in Wi
son, North Carolina, a charm: ™ N S /i \ er (May 21), and African
ing old tobacco town just off of RS American involvement in
[-95. The festival will present 3 espionage during the War
two plays in repertory: The R by Hari Jones of the Afri-
Civil War in Song & Legerida- R4 can American Civil War
turing acclaimed America Memorial and Museum in
troubadour Bill Schustik, who Washington, DC (May
offers a highly entertaining 28).

musical reconstruction of the Theater of the American
War; and Shiloh RuleBy Doris South will also feature an

Baizley, an inventive come ’, ; antigues show with over
dy/drama featuring re- : 25 dealers, including spe-
enactors on the famous battle = cialists in Civil War relics
field who discover that some Bill Schustik (May 1315); the Barbecue Bash, a

conflicts of the War Between il pe joined on selected smash hit the past two seasons,
the States wer egfyd py la §duth chBrEshahd" Raturing legendary pitmaster Ed
in 1862.There are evening per-  African-American church  Mitchell, wine tasting, and live
formances Thursday through  chojr. Shiloh Rulesan success- music (May 21); and other
Sunday, with matinees on Sat-  fy|ly in New York and was events. More information about
urdays and Sundays. enthusiastically received at the festival, including a listing of
staged readings held during the all events, is available at
Bill Schustik has performed 2010 season of Theater of the Www.theateroftheamericansouth
for several Presidents and American South. Other Civil  .org. The Civil War in Song &
mounted a fullcast version of War programs will includes Confinued on pag%}
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History in the making at Lenoir County, NC

The story of two churches eby Lonnie 81z

In the mid-1700s, the In 1858, some of the leaders of The following are excerpts
Sandy Creek Separate Bap- Har r i et 0 s Ch a p efrom official records and sol-
tist movement of Randolph  build a new churchintown.In  di er sd | etter s:
County was formed. Many 1900, that church was sold to Confederate soldiers:

churches were established the White Rock Presbyterians o0 Devaneds compani

across North Carolina by and was moved to the north- stole away through swamp,
this movement, including west corner of Thompson mud and water toward Har-
some on the south side of rietos Chapel,
Lenoir County: Southwest from the Neuse River bridge at
on Neuse Road (how South- :
west Christian  Church),
Beaverdam at Jonestown and
Sandy Bottom, and Pleasant
Hill in Jones County. The
following information per-
tains to the history of two of
these early churches.

I ndeed a 6hol
In 1844, several members of

was formed on the edge of a
swamp on each side of the
church and each side of the
road. 6 & 0As |
listened to the Yankee bullets
rattling upon the walls of that

church and saw the weather-
boarding perforated like a pep-
per box, | felt and thought,

Kinston. 6 é o0Our

Southwest Church who lived Street and Dr. Martin Luther O6remember the Sab

in or near Kinston decided to  King Blvd. Today, it is still be- keep it holyd. 6
build a church at a more con- ing used for church services. point of attack appeared to be

venient location. Ms. Harriet ~ Following other relocations,the t he chur ch Kknown

Jones donated property and First Baptist Church nowison Chapel . 0
helped fund the church Rouse Road. Union soldiers:
building. It was on the east During the Civil War, oWe had forced

side of U.S. 258, about one Har ri et 0s Ch a p e woods, and as we peered out we

t

e

h €

fourth mile south of the U.S.  final line of defense duringthe coul d see Harri et
70 By-pass. The church was First Battle of Kinston Dec. 13 t he r oadway. 6 é C

named Har r i et 014, 1862. Under the command of part of their lines stood a wood-
honor of Jones. Gen. Nathan G. Evans, the 61st en church, and from its win-

The Rev. William P. N. C. Regi ment adows <came many
Biddle was the first pastor of tery held the center of the de- 6 An o | tlke tharchnhad

Harrietos Chafense | ine near also served to protect thermp e |

0

a

church leaders were Jesse on Sunday morning, Dec. 14. ( Rebel s). 6 ¢é o0Dea

Jackson, Shadrack E. Loftin, The chapel served as a focal scattered about the floor, and
Pinkney Hardee, G.B. Carra- point for both the Confederate our surgeons immediately ap-
way, and ot h e and Union soldiers during the propriated it (the church) for a
Chapel is considered by battle. The Union army, under  hospital. (After the battle, one
some to be the mother the command of Gen. John G. Union soldier wrote that the

church of the First Baptist Foster, was attacking fromthe c hur ch was i ndeed

Church in Kinston. south.

[ Continued on nex@s
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place).
The battle continued
until the afternoon of Sun-

day, Dec. 14, 1862, resultingc hur c h

in the capture of Kinston.
On Monday, the Union sol-
diers departed Kinston south
of the river and burned the

church.
The second site for the

continued from pagé gchurch was about three miles

southwest of U.S. 258 on the John
Green Smith Road. It was named
the New Beaverdam Primitive
Baptist Church. The inside of the
was | eft
primitive way. O
held continually until about 1950.
Elder Joshua E. Mewborn from
Snow Hill was pastor from 1925

Jones Bridge after recross- until the 1950s. He also was the

i ng. Uni on
objective for the inland ex-
pedition was to burn the
Wilmington -Weldon Rail-
road Bridge at Goldsboro.
The railroad was a vital re-
source for supplying the
Confederate troops in Vir-
ginia.
Sources: Southwest Chris-
tian Church History, 1962;
Lenoir County-200 Years of
Progress; and Civil War Of-
ficial Records
Ready for new life

In the 1760s, Bea-
verdam Church was named
for its first site beside Bea-
verdam Swamp, where the

creek crosses U.S. 258 just

south of Jonestown. It be-
came a Primitive Baptist
Church and remained active
through the mid 1800s.
However, a rift developed
among the members during
the Civil War period. After
the war, some members
from the Woodington com-
munity decided to move and
build another church at a
more convenient location.
They were led by Jimmy
Herring and Ahaz Grady.
Herring gave the land and
helped build the new

GecClerk of Superior Court for

Greene County. He held services
at the church one Sunday each
month. The Primitive Baptist
churchoés rules o
ed for the church and lot to be
deeded to the last living member.
The last member was Lena M.
Spain Smith, mother of Iris Ruth
S. Aldridge. Smith sold the prop-
erty to Mike and Estelle Waller
in the early 1950s. Mike Waller
converted the church into tenant
living quarters for a period of
time, and later used it for storage.
Their daughter, Elaine Waller
Prock, inherited the church in
1977. She sold the property to
Claude Stroud in 1990. In 1992,
Stroud sold the church to Millard
Fillmore Waller Ill, who moved

it beside his home on Goodman

Road to be used as a storage build:

ing. His widow, Michele, donated
the church to the Historical
Preservation Gr
County Battlefields Commission
in 2009.

In 2010, the New Bea-
verdam Primitive Baptist Church
was moved once again to its cur-
rent location i on battlefield
property, donated by Marshall
King, along U.S. 258 South about
onefourth mile from U.S. 70. It

is sitting today very near where

Page 7
Harrietds Chapel
Battle of Kinston in 1862. The
church is being stabilized and
restored as funds become availa-
ble.

The church will be used
to interpret the battlefield park,n
the religious influence in the,
mid-1800s, and other appropri-
ate community uses. The objec-
tives are to help preserve histo-
ry and enhance tourism and
economic development.

Thanks to the Federal
Land and Water Conservation
Fund, the Kinston/Lenoir
County Tourism Development ; 4
Authority and private dona-
tions, progress continues on the
site enhancement and church
restoration. Windows are
scheduled to be installed early
this month. Then efforts will
continue toward furnishing the
interior of the church with peri-
od furniture and other appropri-
ate articles.

A dedication ceremony
is planned after adequate re-
sources are secured to complete
the church project, including the
grounds. Individuals and organ-
izations will be remembered and
appropriately recognized for
their contributions. Special
thanks to those who have al-
ready shown an interest and
have helped with their time and
donations to this worthwhile
endeavor. Sources: Elder J.M.
Mewborn of Coats; Mrs. Iris Ruth
Aldridge of Kinston.

Lonnie H. Blizzard, Ed.D., is a mem-
ber of the Lenoir County Battlefields
Commission and Church Project coor-
dinator. Reach him at -8520511.
Special thanks to Patrick Holmes, edi-
tor of theKinston Free Press

a
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Lenoir Community College

Find your family at Hertage Place by Richy Hunycut

Looking for your to help newcomers with their joy working oneon-one with
family? You just might find  search. researchers.
them at Heritage Place at Friends of Heritage Place Heritage Place contains
Lenoir Community College.  constantly research at archives in displays and artifacts donated

Heritage Place is a Raleigh and bring in copies of by various citizens of Lenoir
special collection of genea- original documents to add to the and other counties. Some of our
logical materials locat-____ artifacts were donated by the
ed in an annex of the ‘ - S W B e Blizzard and Kelly family and
Learning  Resource — e — s give insight into life on the
Center at LCC. The . [
small collection out
grew its space in th¢
library and a roo
was built in 1988 t@
allow for growth.

Features
the collection includ

and millstones tell the story
of farm life and looms and
& spinning wheels picture life
indoors on the farm.
Confederate money, a
¥ stoneware crock and a musket
ramrod were found at nearby

microfiimed censudg@s W = i Civil War battlefields. An
records from 1790 &= | 1) T T T ~ authentic replica of a tobacco
1930, county records for 27 collectlon barn built and donated by Lu-
North Carolina counties, The Heritage Genealogi- ther Ledford has attracted a lot
cemetery surveys, civil war cal Society meets in Heritage of attention by those who
information, and family his-  Place the second Thursday of eve- 0 wo r k e d i n tobac
tories. ry month and welcomes new growing up.

Heritage Place sub- members. Networking is a won- Visitors can also view a
scribes to ancestry.com, derful way to find out more about facsimile of Christopher Co-
which includes census rec- your family. l umbusd own 0Book
ords, birth, death, and mar- OYou never kneswlwbdoetbBat was
riage records. Ancestry.com may be researching the same sur- and Mrs. William S. Page.
also contains international n a me, 0 sai d | i br arEyen thosighi Hetitage t

records, military collections Rani ta Gaski ns. Plac® Wds estallisheal togenea t

and family trees submitted place to network and share infor- Greene, Lenoir and Jones coun-

by others. NCLIVE in- mation. 6 ties, the center has an extensive

cludes census records, Revo- Heritage Place is not only collection of books on Virginia

lutionary War records and unique to the community college and ancestry.com gives patrons

Freedmands Bandystemehubis dn&ue to eastern access to other states and coun-
Ancestry.com and North Carolina. As such it at- tries as well.

NCLIVE are subscribed to tracts visitors from across the

by the Learning Resources United States as well as interna- For more information
Center so patrons can have tionally. about Heritage Place, call 527
free access to these data- Friendly knowledgeable 6223, ext. 508 or stop by and

bases while in Heritage staff is always on hand to provide view the collection. You can
Place. These databases are new genealogists with the help also access additional infor-
an invaluable resource as they need along with forms and mation at www.lenoircc.edu.
well as our patrons who love charts for documentation, we en-
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Upcoming Civil War Events

Battle of Plymouth, Plymouth, NC

April 29-May 1, 2011. The Battle of Plymouth, 1864onoring Our American Heritage, a living history
weekend planned in Plymouth, NC. For more information visit www.livinghistoryweekend.com or call 252
7934804.

Theater of the American South, Wilson, NC (see related story page 5)

May 1229, 201Theater of the American South is a festival of Southern plays, food, and culture presented
each spring in Wilson, North Carolina. The festival is held ovethree weekends in May 129, 201%&nd
offers two professionally produced plays, a speaker series, antiques show, Southern cooking, and other gul-
tur al events. The festival 8s s i"anniversasyeohtisecstart of the |4 0 1 1
Civil War (18612011). Theater of the American South will presertie Civil War in Song & Legefedhturing
acclaimed American troubadour Bill Schustik, who offers a highly entertaining musical reconstruction g
the War (and will be joined by gospel and youth choirs on certain selections); @tiiloh Ruleby Doris
Baizley, an inventive comedy/drama featuring r&nactors on the famous battlefield who discover that|
some conflicts of the War Bet ween the States WMere
please contact Gary Cole, Managing Director, at (919) -B&F1 ortheateramsouth@nc.rr.com Visit
www.theateroftheamericansouth.ordor more information about the festival. Come see the South at play!

o

—h

Museum of History, Raleigh, NC

May 20, 2011,-®pm Theme: Memory and the Civil War, a symposium, NC Civil War 150 Conference
sponsored by NC Office of Archives and History, at the NC Museum of History. Keynote speaker: Mr.
David Blight, Yale University. A reception will follow the conference. For more information visit
www.nccivilwarl50.com

Fort Fisher State Historic Site, Kure Beach, NC

Saturday, June 11, 2011 10 a.Hwr tt oFids:hleSr pStnmat ed Sitiosrt
June event will coincide with the DepafS$atewnrtd ayfp Cur
grams. Visit Fort Fisher as we step back in time with a field artillery extravaganza! A full sijxin battery
will line the south air strip and fire frequently throughout the day. Historian Chris E. Fonvielle, Jr. will de-
but his new book on the historic phot og#latepghgtogo | Fo
rapher Harry Taylor will demonstrate period photographic processes for the public. Costumed tours of t:]\e
remaining earthworks will leave the visitor center at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. and conclude with rifle demons

®

Bentonville Battlefield State Historic Site, Four Oaks, NC

Saturday, June 11, 2011 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Confederate Cemetery Unveiling & Artillery Demonstra- -
tions at Bentonville Battlefield State Historic Site. The program is free and will feature State Archaeologist
John Mintz as speaker, an extensive living history scenario, and artillery and musket demonstrations
throughout the day. For more information call 918940789 or visitwww.nchistoricsites.org/bentonvi/

N /s
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Theater of the
American South \ FQ()/\[) 1-FQIF)

Continued from page 5

Civil War Battlefields in NC

Legendavill be performed at the Boykin
Cultural Center, a beautifully restored
vaudeville theater. Shiloh Rulewill be
performed at the Lauren Kennedy ang
Alan Campbell Theatre on the campusg
of Barton College, a new and intimate
venue. Performance tickets are $20, $
for seniors (age 60 and above) and st
dents.

Patrons may purchase a Season Pajs
port Ticket covering all events
(including one performance of each o
the two plays) throughout the festival
for $100. A Weekly Passport ticket is
also available covering all events dur
ing a given week of the festival
(including one performance of eac
play) for $50.

Tickets for all events are available a
www.theateroftheamericansouth.org
or by phone at (252) 294B29 x10In
addition, Theater of the American NEW BERN BATTLEFIELD PARK
South offers day trip and overnight
group packagesPlease contact Manag
ing Director Gary Cole at (919) 783
9671 ottheateramsouth@nc.rr.confor Several lucky staff members of the NC Division of State
information on packages. Historic Sites & Properties were treated to guided tours
of the New Bern Civil War Battlefield Park in early March.
The free tours were led by volunteers from the New

Bern Historical Society. Pictured above is Miles Grant at
the 26th NC monument along a portion of this fascinating
tour trail. For more information on tours, the Ztre

park, and the March 1862 Battle of New Bern, visit
666DPYSHEO0SNYKAAG2NROIf o2 NB |



