
I want to thank all of 
you who became 
new and renewed 
members in the 
Council in 2011. Your 
membership dues are 
our sole source of 
revenue and make 
this magazine and 
the grants program 
possible. We will be 
sending out renewal 
notices for 2012 this 
fall, and I hope we 
can expand our 
membership base for 
next year but we 
need your help. 
Share this newsletter 
with all of your Civil 
War friends and fans 
and please encourage 
them to join us- the 
more members we 
have, the greater the 
grants and promo-
tional opportunities 
for everyone. See 
you again in Octo-
ber!   
 Regards, Jim 

Welcome to the 
summer 2011 issue 
of The Watch Fire. 
This is your most 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
source for North 
Carolina Civil War 
news ð event list-
ings and reports, 
historical articles, 
and other special 
features. If you are 
looking for Civil 
War sesquicenten-
nial activities near 
you, you will find 
them here. If you 
would like your 
Civil War news and 
announcements to 
appear in this maga-
zine, we will be 
happy to put it in 
future issues- all 
you have to do is 
join the North Car-
olina Civil W ar 
Tourism Council 
and take advantage 
of this opportunity. 
We are here to 
serve you and make 

the most of your 
Civil War experi-
ence and tourist des-
tinations. 
 
One of the most ex-
citing things we of-
fer our members is 
our grants program. 
The grants program 
assists with projects 
that further our 
stateõs Civil War 
tourism, education, 
preservation, and 
other initiatives. Eli-
gible grant projects 
may receive up to 
$500 in matching 
funds. These funds 
can go a long way 
toward completing 
your special exhibit, 
promotion, or event, 
so donõt miss this 
opportunity. Re-
member, your appli-
cation must be post-
marked no later than 
September 12, 2011 to 
be considered this 
grant cycle.  
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The CSS Neuse State His-
toric Site and the Governor 
Caswell Memorial hosted 
the second in the successful 
summer series of 2nd Satur-
days on July 9, 2011.   
 
For this event the site had a 
wonderful photographic ex-
hibit called After Appomat-
tox:  N.C. Civil War Monu-
ments 1865-1965.  Dr. Doug-
las Butler presented and lec-
tured about this exhibit.  
Butler is an award winning 
photographer, a writer, a 
world traveler, and a physi-
cian.  As a North Carolinian 

he has been led to document 
points of interest here in his 
home state.  When he saw 
that North Carolinaõs Civil 
War Monuments were being 
threatened by growing con-
troversy he decided to docu-
ment them so at least their 

August 13, 2011- Womenõs 
Role in the Civil War and 
Social Come learn the social 
graces of an afternoon social 
during the Civil War era. 
For the sites last ò2nd Satur-
dayó program, the CSS 
Neuse State Historic Site, 
will host a Ladies Social on 
the front lawn. Light re-
freshments will be served 
following our featured 
speaker, Brenda McKean.  
She will be talking about 
òWomenõs Role in the Civil 
War.ó  She will also be sell-
ing and signing her new 
book Blood and War At My 
Doorstep:  Volume I North 
Carolina Civilians in the 
War Between the States. 

Period dress is welcomed, 
but not required. This pro-
gram will be from 12:30 pm 
to 3 pm. with the speaker to 
begin at 1 p.m.. For more in-
formation call the site at 
(252) 522-2091. 
 
September 17, 2011- Military 
through the Ages This pro-
gram will focus on the sol-
dier through the ages.  There 
will be re-enactors portray-
ing soldiers from the Ameri-
can Revolution through 
World War II present.  
Come learn the different 
types of weapons and equip-
ment they used during these 
different periods.  The pro-
gram will run from 10am to 

Successful 2nd Saturday program held at Successful 2nd Saturday program held at Successful 2nd Saturday program held at 
the CSS Neuse in Junethe CSS Neuse in Junethe CSS Neuse in June éby Holly Weaver, C.S.S. Neuse State Historic Site 
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4pm.  For more information 
call the site at (252) 522-2091. 
 
November 19-20, 2011- The 
Uniform: A look at the uni-
form of the Confederate Na-
vy and Marines  This pro-
gram will be held in conjunc-
tion with the CSS Neuseõs 
Annual Navy and Marine 
Living History.  Presenta-
tions will be held both days 
on depicting the uniforms of 
both sailors and marines.  In-
cluding a look at what was 
issued and what was worn by 
both groups and how it com-
pared to the army.   
 
For more information call the 
site at (252) 522-2091. 

images would live on. 
 
Butler says that òhopefully 
the viewer will briefly sup-
press beliefs about sectional 
strife and past injustices and 
reflect instead upon how a 
defeated people and devastat-
ed region came to terms with 
its loss.ó   
 
Due to the enthusiasm shown 
by the attendees of the lec-
tures Dr. Butler felt that he 
achieved this end. For more 
information on the site, visit 
www.nchistoricsites.org/
neuse/neuse.htm 

 
More 2011 events slated at CSS Neuse 
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NC Civil War Roundtable NewsNC Civil War Roundtable NewsNC Civil War Roundtable News    
 

Ft. Macon Civil War Roundtable 
The Ft. Macon Civil War Roundtable meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the Carteret County 
Community Center Student Union Building in Morehead City at 7 pm, except in December. If you are inter-
ested in speaking or have ideas for topics, please contact Joe Stroud at lstroud@ec.rr.com. 
 
Civil War Roundtable of Eastern North Carolina (Jacksonville, NC) 
The Jacksonville Civil War Roundtable of Eastern North Carolina meets at 6:30 on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the Golden Corral, 209 Freedom Way (of NC Hwy. 24) in Jacksonville, NC.  Buffet dinner 
begins at 6:30, followed by the meeting starting at 7 pm.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact Kim 
Kimball at ljkimball@ec.rr.com. 
 
New Bern Civil War Roundtable 
The New Bern Civil War Roundtable meets in the conference room of the New Bern Firemenõs Museum at 
408 Hancock St. in New Bern at 7 pm on the second Wednesday of the month (Sept.-May).  
 

Durham Civil War Roundtable 
The Durham Civil War Roundtable meets at Bennett Place State Historic Site in Durham, NC, typically on 
the third Thursday of each month, except for the summer months (June, July, and August). Please contact 
Bennett Place Historic Site at 919-383-4345 for more information or email bennett@ncdcr.gov.  This is a mem-
bership paying historical organization (please call for the latest membership fees). Proceeds go toward guest 
speakers, programs, and preservation projects related to Civil War heritage. 
 

Cape Fear Civil War Roundtable 
The Cape Fear Civil War Roundtable meets on the second Thursday of the month (September through May) 
at St. Andrews On-the-Sound Episcopal Church, 101 Airlie Road in Wilmington.  Registration opens at 6:30 
p.m., social half-hour at 7, and program at 7:30 p.m. For more information, visit http://www.cfcwrt.com/ .  
 

North Carolina Civil War Roundtable in Burlington, NC  
The NC Civil War Roundtable meets in Burlington, NC on the third Saturday of every other month 
(January, March, May, July, September, and November).  Meetings are held at the K&W Cafeteria, 2629 
Ramada Road in Burlington.  Social hour begins at 6 pm, followed by dinner and a program at 6:30 pm.     
 
Outer Banks Civil War Roundtable 
The Outer Banks Civil War Roundtable usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Duck Woods Country Club. For more information contact Mike Ross at (252) 261-2000-ext.1 or email him at 
rossobx@charter.net. 
 

Piedmont Civil War Roundtable 
The Piedmont Civil War Roundtable meets on the third Thursday of alternate months at St. Gabriel Catholic 
Church in Charlotte.  The church is located at the intersection of Providence and Sharon-Amity Roads.  For 
more information and scheduled speakers, please contact Bill Quinn at jwquinn@carolina.rr.com. 
 
Western NC Civil War Roundtable 
The Western NC Civil War Roundtable meets the second Monday of each month from August through May  
 

           

Continued on next page 
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in room 215 of the Jackson County Criminal Justice Building in Sylva.  Refreshments and social hour start at 
6:30 pm followed by a 7 pm meeting.  
 
William Dorsey Pender Civil War Roundtable 
The William Dorsey Pender Civil War Roundtable meets at Gardnerõs Restaurant in Rocky Mount, NC, lo-
cated at 1331 N. Wesleyan St, on the fourth Thursday of the month,  The social (half) hour begins at 6 pm, 
followed by a 6:30 pm buffet, and 7:15 pm speaker.  Cost of the buffet is $12.    For more information please con-
tact Ken Lautzenheiser at cwrtken@embarqmail.com. 

Raleigh Civil War Roundtable 
The Raleigh Civil War Round Table meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm., at the NC History 
Museum in downtown Raleigh, located at the corner of Edenton and Wilmington Streets, across from the 
State Capitol.  Members and guests are encouraged to meet for supper at High Park Bar and Grill located at 
625 E. Whitaker Mill Road at 5:15; and for further discussion at Napper Tandy's, 126 N. West St (diagonally 
across the street from the 42nd Street Oyster Bar), immediately after the meeting. For more information on 
speakers, please email cwfan2@aol.com or visit www.raleighcwrt.org. 
 
Brunswick Civil War Roundtable 
The Brunswick Civil War Round Table meets on the first Tuesday of the month at Trinity United Methodist 
Church at 209 E. Nash St. in Southport. Registration begins at 6:30 p.m. and the presentations begin at 7 p.m.  

 

Civil War Reenactor Fred Johnson, shown here with Wilmington Mayor Bill Saffo in June at 
the dedication of a USCT highway marker, was also recently recognized on a national level  
at the dedication of the African American Civil War Memorial and Museum in Washington, 
DC.  Among other things, Mr. Johnson was recognized for his efforts in getting the marker 
erected and recognizing USCTs. See page 11 for more details on the USCT highway marker. 

mailto:cwrtken@embarqmail.com
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later in the 10th  NC Battalion .   
Powell joined the Army in May 
1861 at the age of 17 and served 
primarily in Virginia and West 

Virginia.  Charles Ste-
vens Powell was a Con-
federate soldier, farmer, 
sheriff of Johnston Coun-
ty, NC,  in the 1870s, and 
a local news correspond-
ent for the Smithfield 
Herald in the early 20th 
century. In 1872 he mar-
ried Edith Millard of Du-
plin County, NC, and 
they lived with his par-
ents in the home place on 
Brogden Road, Smithfield 
Township. 
 C.C. Livingston, 
the Director of Opera-
tions for the Averasboro 
Batt lef ie ld Museum 
said,óThe Averasboro 

Battlefield Commission is most 
pleased that William S. and Vir-
ginia Powell have chosen the 
Averasboro Museum as the re-
cipient of this artifact.   
 
Many of our visitors proclaim 
that they are amazed at our col-
lection of Civil War artifacts and 
this latest donation will certainly 
add greatly to our collection.   
 
The Powells have been great 
friends to us and have made oth-
er contributions in prior years.   
 
We thank them from the bottom 
of our hearts and wish them well 
in the future.ó 

 On Saturday, June 25th,  
Sion Harrington, III, delivered 
to the Averasboro Battlefield 
Museum a storied handgun 
which was carried 
during the Civil 
War by Confed-
erate Lieutenant 
Charles Stevens 
Powell.  Charles 
Stevens Powell 
was the grandfa-
ther of William 
S. Powell, quite 
possibly the most 
noted historian 
ever from the 
State of North 
Carolina. 
 W i l l i a m 
Powell, now 94 
years old, is the 
premier writer 
and compiler of 
North Carolina history. He 
was curator of the North Car-
olina Collection at UNC-
Chapel Hill from 1958 to 1973, 
and taught North Carolina 
history at the university from 
1964 until his retirement in 
1985. Before working at the 
university, he served in the US 
Army during World War II.  
 The handgun artifact 
was previously on loan to the 
Bentonville Battlefield Muse-
um in Johnston County which 
was the native county of 
Charles Stevens Powell.  It 
was returned to the Wil-
liam S. Powells on March 
29, 1996.   

 Charles Stevens Powell 
(1843-1918) was a Confederate 
soldier in the 24th North Caro-
lina Infantry Regiment and 

Civil War pistol added to impressive artifact 
collection at Averasboro Battlefield ...by Benny M. Pierce 

Sion Harrington, III, right, military collections archivist for the State 
Archives office, presents a handgun used in the Civil War to C. C. 

Livingston, director of operations at Averasboro Battlefield Museum 

Charles  Stevens Powell 

Visit www.averasboro.com for more on the site  
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 The fiercest fighting of First Battle of Kinston in December of 1862 took place around a wooden 
church resting on a slight rise almost half a mile from the Neuse River.   Harrietõs Chapel was men-
tioned many times in official records, letters, dairies, regimental histories and newspapers of that time 
period.  The remains of the old battle riddled church were destroyed shortly after the war.  The re-
stored 1860s New Beaver Dam Primitive Baptist Church now rest on the Kinston Battlefield as an in-
terpretive tool for the Kinston Battle and the role that Harrietõs Chapel played in the battle. 
 
This portion of the Kinston battlefield is open for living histories and sight seeing. Any re-enactors in-
terested in camping our around the old church or any other type of living histories on the Kinston Bat-
tlefield are welcome.  We also welcome weddings.  Anyone wishing to get married in the church or 
renew their vows please contact us. For more information contact Lyle Holland at 252-527-7494 or Jane 
Phillips at 252-468-1424. 
 
The restored church will have a dedication on October 16, 2011 with dinner on the grounds.  Bring a 
cover dish and enjoy the fellowship and learn more about what happened on this hallowed ground al-
most 150 years ago. 
 
The church site has been restored under the leadership of Dr. Lonnie Blizzard with grants from Vis-
itKinston.  Watch for more enhancement of this portion of the Kinston battlefield coming in the near 
future. 

Historic church open for living  
histories and sight seeing éby Jane Phillips 

The New Beaver Dam Primitive Baptist Church in Kinston on a snowy day in 2008. 
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 Pulizer-prize winning 
author James McPherson head-
lines as one of three expert 
speakers at the upcoming 
òFlags Over Hatterasó Civil 
War sesquicentennial com-
memoration conference held 
by the Graveyard of the Atlan-
tic Museum. 
 As a part of the Aug. 25 
ð 27 event, McPherson pre-
sents òThe Forgotten War: 
Coastal North Carolina, 1861-
1865.ó 
 òThe capture of forts 
Hatteras and Clark by the Un-
ion navy on August 28-29, 1861, 
constituted the first major 
Northern naval victory in the 
war,ó said McPherson. òIt put 
an end to blockade running 
through Hatteras Inlet and 
prepared the way for the Burn-
side expedition the following 
February that gained Union 
control of most of the North 
Carolina coast.ó  
 McPherson won the 
Pulitzer Prize for his book, 
Battle Cry of Freedom. 
 òAlthough historians 
had been writing about the 
Civil War for decades, 
McPherson's book broke 
ground in combining the com-
plexities of the war while 
maintaining the narrative that 
made it appealing to the Amer-
ican public,ó once wrote C. 
Vann Woodward, a mentor of 
McPhersonõs. 
 McPherson is Profes-
sor Emeritus at Princeton Uni-
versity, where he started teach-
ing in 1962. To date, he has 
published more than a dozen 
books, covering a range of Civ-
il War -era subjects, such as 
abolition, Abraham Lincoln, 
and the Reconstruction. 

 òKnowing the value of place 
and memory in the process of history 
has made McPherson a crusader for 
preservation,ó wrote Amy Lifson of 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. òHe was appointed in 
1991 by the United States Senate to 
the Civil War Sites Advisory Com-
mission, which determined the major 

battle sites, evaluated their condi-
tions, and then recommended strate-
gies for their preservation.ó  
 McPherson will be joined by 
additional Civil War experts as part 
of the three-day conference: author 
Craig Symonds, well-known Nation-
al Park Service historian and battle-
field guide Ed Bearss, Patricia Click 
of the University of Virginia, Harri 
Jones of the African American Civil 
War Memorial and Museum, KaeLi 
Schurr of the Outer Banks History 
Center, re-enactor Gary Riggs, for-
mer CDR Jerry Roxbury an expert 
on Confederate cutlasses, and histo-
rian Lee Oxford.  
 While space is limited for 
the conference event, the Museum 
will also offer many free programs 
and a new Civil War exhibit called, 

òFlags Over Hatteras.ó The exhibit 
will be open Aug. 22 ð July 31, 2012. 
 The exhibit will showcase 
items and documents spanning 
from across our country that are 
related to Eastern North Carolina 
activities and actions during 1861, 
with the primary focus being the 
Battle of Fort Hatteras and Fort 
Clark, Aug. 28-29,1861.  
 Free living history demon-
strations will be held at the Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse on Saturday, 
Aug. 27, from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., and 
Sunday, Aug. 28, from 9 a.m.- 3 
p.m.  
 Additionally, bargain hunt-
ers can have some fun with an old-
fashioned òOleõ Time Civil War 
Auction,ó on Saturday, Aug. 27, at 
5 p.m. at the Hatteras Village Civic 
Center. For a complete listing of 
a u c t i o n  i t e m s ,  v i s i t 
www.flagsoverhatteras.com.  
 Registration is $175 per per-
son. Pre-registration is required 
and includes light refreshments, 
three evening events, and three 
dinners. Thirty spaces are reserved 
for students at $75 per person. For 
more information, or to register, go 
to www.flagsoverhatteras.com.  
 For more Civil War sto-
ries, timelines and documents, visit 
the North Carolina Department of 
Cultural Resources website on 
òFreedom, Sacrifice and Memoryó 
and the Civil War Sesquicentenni-
a l  C o m m e m o r a t i o n , 
www.nccivilwar150.com. 

The Graveyard of the At-
lantic Museum is located at 59200 
Museum Drive in Hatteras, N.C. 
The three North Carolina Mari-
time Museums are the Graveyard 
of the Atlantic Museum located in 
Hatteras, the North Carolina Mar-
itime Museum in Beaufort and the 
North Carolina Maritime Museum 
at Southport.  

Pulitzer -prize winning author to speak . 
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North Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort, NC  
 
The North Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort commemorates 
the Civil War Sesquicentennial with Occupied Beaufort, 1862 from 

September 2011ñSeptember 2012. 
 
Saturday, September 2:, 2011: Murder Mystery Dinner. End your summer with a 
BANG! The Provost Marshall in occupied Beaufort has been murdered. Was it 
the sweet Southern Belle, a disgruntled Union soldier, or a jealous husband who 
pulled the trigger? Seating is limited. $30.00 Call for reservations 252-728-7317. 
 
Saturday, September 24, 2011: Opening reception of a new exhibit: òWatched by Sound and Sea: Occupied 
Beaufort, 1862ó The Civil War transforms a quiet southern town in Eastern North Carolina into a hub of 
Union Navy activity. Discover what life was like in an occupied town and how locals were affected by the 
war. Guest lecturer Judkin Browning, author of òThe Southern Mind Under Rule: The Diary of James 
Rumley, Beaufort, NC 1862-1865ó will speak at 3 p.m. No cost. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
October 2011-September 2012. 2nd Saturday of each month at 3 p.m. Civil War Lectures . Historians and not-
ed authors will discuss an array of subjects from mourning practices to blockade runners. No cost.  Topics 
to be posted at www.ncmaritimemuseums.com. 
 
March 24, 2012 A Living History: Occupied Beaufort, 1862. Downtown Beaufort will transform into a Civil 
War town! See vignettes of Navy, Artillery, Cavalry, and Infantry re-enactors. Childrenõs activities, weap-
ons demonstrations, and infantry drills at the Maritime Museum will interest the entire family. There is a 
rumor of a Confederate prison break! Visit the temporary exhibit and discover Beaufortõs importance to the 
naval war effort.  Tour the town on a double-decker bus with Beaufort Historic Association and end your 
day with an evening cannon firing at Fort Macon State Park. Most activities are free. Call NCMM for 
more information 252-728-7317. Call Beaufort Historic Association for bus tour reservations 252-728-5225. 

 
 

Historic Edenton State Historic Site, Edenton, NC  
 
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 2011. Civil War Living History Days. A program 
designed for the 4th grade student, and held on the green of the Histor-
ic 1767 Chowan County Courthouse. Learn about Harriet Jacobs and 
discover hands on activities to improve studentõs knowledge of life in 
Northeastern North Carolina during the Civil War and the life of a 
civil war soldier.  For more information, call 252-482-2637 or email car-
olyn.owens@ncdcr.gov for more information.  
 
December 9-10, 2011. During the Annual Edenton Christmas Tour, His-
toric Edenton State Historic Site will sponsor re-enactors from the Edenton Bell Battery, camping on the 
1767 Courthouse Green, December 9 from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. and December 10 from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
 
 

http://www.nccivilwar150.com
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   Fort Fisher State Historic Site, Kure Beach, NC  

 
August 13, 2011: Fort Fisher State Historic Site, Kure Beach, NC, 2nd Saturdays Program: 
òSounds of Fort Fisher: 19th Century Music and Artilleryó Experi-
ence the lighter side of life at Fort Fisher with music by North 
Carolina favorites, the Huckleberry Bothers (please see Introduc-

ing the Huckleberry Bros. on next page). Music will waft through the visi-
tor center throughout the day, entertaining visitors as they learn about the 
fortõs role in the American Civil War. History buffs will further be delight-
ed by periodic firings of Fort Fisherõs 12 lb. bronze Napoleon and costumed 
tours at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., concluding with rifle demonstrations. For more 
information, call 910-458-5538. 
 

  Bennett Place State Historic Site, Durham, NC  
 
August 13, 2011: Bennett Place State Historic Site, Durham, NC, 
2nd Saturdays Program: Joe Ayers in Concert & More: Well 
known musician and 19th century banjo specialist Joe Ayers will 
perform a concert from 7 p.m.-9 p.m. in the theater at Bennett 

Place. Tickets can be purchased in advance for $15 at Bennett Place.  Seat-
ing is limited, so get your tickets while they last. In addition, during the 
daylight hours from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., there will be authors from across 
North Carolina who will have their books on display and for sale. The 6th 
North Carolina will be encamped at the farm all weekend and will provide 
living history demonstrations and stories of their adventures at the 150th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Manassas, Virginia. For more information, call 919-383-4345 or visit 
www.nchistoricsites.org/bennett/bennett.htm 

 North Carolina  
in the Civil War  

 
the latest release from  

Michael C. Hardy  
2010 -2011 North Carolina  

Historian of the Year  

 
Booking and ordering information:  

www.michaelhardy.com  
 

Bookstore ordering:  
www.historypress.net  

ISBN:978.1.60949.106.2  Fall 2011 
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 Headquartered in the 
rural coastal plains of eastern 
North Carolina, the Huckleber-
ry Brothers band was formed to 
explore the membersõ interest 
in the traditional and popular 
music of mid-19th century 
America.  
       The Huck leb erry 
Brothers formed as a group in 
2002 with four members as a 
result of meeting as War Be-
tween the States re-enactors 
with an in-
terest in the 
music of the 
period. The 
group has 
grown to 
nine mem-
bers. The 
Huckleberry 
Brothers not 
only play in 
camp and 
for dances 
during Civil 
War reen-
actments in North Carolina 
and surrounding states, but 
also perform at living history 
presentations, period balls, and 
for various functions at the 
North Carolina State Capitol.  
          In February 2002 sev-
eral re-enactors began meeting 
at James Sprunt Community 
College in Kenansville, N. C. 
on a couple of Tuesday nights 
each month to play music of 
the mid-1800s. A number of 
individuals came and went, but 
Doc, Edd Little, Sr., Curtis 
Cole, and Bryant Henderson 
stuck with it. The four met 
fiddler Troy Parker of Benson 
at Bentonville in March of that 
year. Troy has been playing 
just about any instrument with 
strings for about fifteen years.  

       Eventually, the group figured 
that the time had come to attach a 
name to identify themselves. They 
wanted something that would not be 
distinct to either North or South, nor 
militaristic sounding, so they agreed 
on "The Huckleberry Brothers." 
Huckleberries are both blue and gray 
on the outside, they grow uncultivat-
ed all over North America (as Ken-
dall Smith says, "Wild on a ditch 
bank!ó) and "It's all good on the in-
side." It's a playful name with sort of 

a rhythm to it. "The Huckleberry 
Brothersñeverybody's favorite musi-
cal fruits. We don't beat around the 
bush."  
        The Huckleberries' instruments 
include 5-string banjo, fiddle, guitar, 
tin whistle , concertina, mandolin, 
harmonicas, bones, and tambourine. 
The fretless banjos are strung with 
the gut strings of the period, tuned 
down low and played in the minstrel 
or "stroke" style. The bandõs goal is 
to research and perform the minstrel 
and old-time styles of music in a way 
that is faithful to the original forms. 
The music is composed of songs, bal-
lads, and fiddle tunes from the 1700õs 
through 1865. 
       Minstrel music often exag-
gerated regional dialects for effect, 
especially those of Irish, German, 
and African-American origins. The 

dialectical variations and exaggera-
tions do not reflect any attitude of 
negativity nor of disrespect on the 
part of the Huckleberry Brothers, 
but rather they are rendered purely 
for the purpose of approximating 
historical accuracy.  
 Their first official public 
performance was at Fort Fisher, 
Kure Beach, N. C. on Saturday, 
January 12, 2003. That year saw 
them perform at most of the Civil 
War sites in eastern N. C. ð Forts 

Macon and Branch, 
Kinston, Averasbo-
ro, and Bentonville.  
      In January, 2004, 
they all nearly froze 
to death at the reen-
a c t m e n t  a t 
Goldsboro's Old 
Wayne sb o ro ugh 
Village on the first 
night that they 
played with fiddler 
Mike Parker of 
Morehead City.  
      By March, Troy 

had brought along the fiddle, banjo, 
piano, and singing talents of Ann 
Massengill Ortiz. "Annie O" holds 
a Ph. D. in Spanish Literature, and 
teaches at Campbell University in 
Buies Creek, North Carolina.  
      By õ07, it only seemed natural 
to officially add the dancing and 
musical talents of Bryan Craddock 
on whistles, percussion and flat-
foot dancing, and Kendall Smith 
on guitar and vocals. Bryan is an 
experienced dance caller and teach-
er, and thereõs nothing that the 
band enjoys more than playing for 
a crowd of happy dancers.  
 Most recently, guitarist 
and vocalist Jack Whaley of Chap-
el Hill has been officially brought 
on board after sitting in with the 
group on numerous occasions over 
the years. As a true Huckleberry, 
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NC Civil War Tourism Council Chairman Jim Steele joined  
several local and state officials in the unveiling and 

dedication of a new USCT highway marker outside the 
National Cemetery in Wilmington, NC in June.  Several 

regiments of the US Colored Troops fought in the Union 
Army when it captured Fort Fisher in January of 1865. In 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΩǎ 
largest blockade running port and military supply line. 
The new highway marker pays tribute to those USCTs 
who died during and after the war. The marker can be 

seen outside the cemetery on Market St in Wilmington. 

New USCT Highway Marker 

ROAD TRIP 

 

National Cemetery, Wilmington, NC 

Jackõs eastern NC roots are in Richlands in 
Onslow County. Bryant and Jack have 
known each other since 1972 as UNC stu-
dents and members of the UNC Rugby 
Club. 
       Last, but by no means least, the 
band is joined at practically any occasion by 
a sundry host of musical friends, officially 
dubbed òThe Cocklebur Cousins.ó  
       As the soldiers did then, they enter-
tain themselves and friends in camp with 
songs, dances, and infinite tomfoolery. 
Their goal is to research and perform the 
minstrel and old-time styles of music, par-
ticularly of North Carolina, in a way that is 
faithful to the original forms. The sound of 
the fiddle and banjo is a quintessential 
American pairing, and the addition of more 
instruments and percussion creates the var-
ied and vibrant sound that transformed folk 
music into the foundations of American 
popular music.  
       It is their hope that their involve-
ment in The Huckleberry Brothers and this 
music will provide even more fun and real-
ism to historical and musical events. The 
òHuxó have noticed one thing in particu-
larñthis kind of music draws a crowd, and 
it seems to attract folks who are kindred 
spirits.  
 In more recent years, the group has 
played as far west as Bost Grist Mill, near 
Concord and in Haywood County, NC, 
and several times at Bennett Place in 
Durham. April of 2010 was a particularly 
busy time, with the band playing for the 
Saturday night ball at the 145th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Bentonville, then just two 
weeks later in the Daniels Auditorium at 
the NC Museum of History as part of Pine 
Coneõs òMusic of the Carolinasó series. 
They have also played at Second Saturday 
programs at Bentonville, Fort Fisher, and at 
the State Capitol building in Raleigh.  

The Huckleberry Brothers will be 
playing at another òSecond Saturdayó at 
Fort Fisher on Saturday, August 13, 2011, 
and at Bennett Placeõs òRoad to Secessionó 
program on October 8 and 9, 2011.  For 
bookings and other info, contact Bryant 
Henderson at 202 Towne Ridge Lane, 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27516 or call 919-259-9961. 
 

Huckleberry Bros. continued  



 

 On September 16, 1861, 

President Lincoln authorized 
Union troops to recruit vol-
unteers from eastern North 
Carolina. These recruits 
for local Union volunteer 
regiments were often called 
òBuffaloes.ó By joining these 
regiments, soldiers hoped to 
remain in the locality and 
not have to serve outside the 
region. Similarly, men from 
the Albemarle region also 
formed Confederate òHome 
Guardó or òguerrillaó units 
to defend their communities 
and challenge Union control, 
especially against the con-
stant patrolling of Union 
gunboats. Violent and 
threatening activities in the 
region by guerillas, including 
capturing Confederate de-
serters, caused local residents 
and officials to request a stop 
to guerilla presence. 
 Lieutenant Thaddeus 
Cox and his pregnant wife 
were killed as a result of gue-
rilla activity. Cox was a 
school teacher before the war 
and enlisted in the Union 
Army. On February 9, 1863, a 
year after he had been threat-
ened by the local guerillas, 
Cox and his 25-year-old preg-
nant wife, Mary Ann, and 
their three daughters left for 
Elizabeth City guarded by 14 
armed men, as Cox had been 
under surveillance by the 
guerillas. Major Willis Sand-

erlinõs men were waiting for 
the party in a thicket near an 
unfinished church at Trunk 
Bridges on the end of the 
swamp. The guerillas fired as 
soon as Cox, his family, and 
his escort were within accu-
rate range. Cox and his four-
year-old daughter Martha fell 
from the cart and died imme-
diately while Mary Ann was 
mortally wounded in the 
shoulder by a bullet. All four 
of the white escorts were 

Horrors on the home frontHorrors on the home frontHorrors on the home front .........by Wanda Stiles by Wanda Stiles by Wanda Stiles 
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wounded or killed, but no record 
exists of the 10 armed colored 
men. The horses ran off with the 
blood-soaked cart towards Bay-
side Plantation where the buggy 
was stopped. Only seven-year-
old Mary Elizabeth was found 
inside, shaken but unharmed. 
Come learn more about home 
front life during the Civil War at 
the Museum of the Albemarle. 
The new exhibit, Under Both 
Flags: Civil War in the Albemarle 
Region, opens February 2012. 

Thad and Mary Anne Cox  

The Civil War & its aftermath 
in Washington Co. lecture set  
A Civil War Sesquicentennial lecture, òThe Civil War and Its After-
math in Washington Countyó will be held Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Vernon G. James Research & Extension Center 
in Roper, NC. Harry Thompson of the Port of Plymouth Museum, 
Plymouth, will be the speaker. Many citizens in the coastal county of 
Washington sought to protect their safety, livelihood, freedom and 
social status during and after the Civil War. This lecture will focus 
on how the Civil War socially and economically affected planters, 
yeoman farmers, and landless white laborers, freed and enslaved 
blacks during that time full of trial. Reconstruction of the social and 
political structure of the county proved to be as arduous and exhaust-
ing and the war itself. Somerset Place State Historic Site is hosting 
this free event, which is open to the public. 



 On a book campaign that 
included Civil War sites in 
North and South Carolina, noted 
Civil War author Clint Johnson 
recently made a welcomed ap-
pearance at Fort Fisher State 
Historic Site  to sign and discuss 
his latest book Touring the Caroli-
naõs Civil War Sites, 2nd edition. 
 For years, history buffs 
and tourists have been following 
the signs to famous Civil War 
sites in the Carolinas, among 
them Fort Fisher in Kure Beach, 
NC, and Fort Sumter off the 
coast of Charleston, SC. Howev-
er, many of the sites from the 
statesõ rich Civil War heritage 
are off the beaten path. 
 òHistory is all around 
us,ó said Johnson. òI want to 
take people to places that they 
have never been before and tell 
them stories of what happened 
there.ó 
 Timed for publication 
during the 150th anniversary of 
the American Civil War (2011-
2015), Touring the Carolinaõ Civil 
War Sites helps travelers find the 
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statesõ battlefields, forts, and memori-
als, as well as the lesser skirmish sites, 
homes, and towns that also played sig-
nificant roles in the war.  
  
 The bookõs 21 tours cover the 
entire Carolinas, combining riveting 
history with clear, concise directions 
and maps.  As fascinating to read as it 
is fun to take on the road, this second 
edition includes additional historic 
houses in Charleston, SC, a new bat-
tlefield in New Bern, updated driving 

Noted Civil War author Clint Johnson promotes his  
latest book, Ncif]b[ h\Y =Ufc`]bUpg =]j]` QUf M]hYg 

directions, new photos for each 
site, and more. 
 Fascinated with the Civil 
War since the fourth grade, 
Johnson counts Confederate sol-
diers from three states among his 
ancestors. He has written 11 
books on the war (among them 
Civil War Blunders), as well as 
hundreds of newspaper and mag-
azine articles on business, histo-
ry, and travel.  He and his wife, 
Barbara, live in Jefferson, NC. 

Noted Civil War author Clint Johnson and his wife Barbara, seated right, greet 
visitors at Fort Fisher State Historic Site, where Johnson was signing and 

promoting his latest book, ���‘�—�”�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡�������ƒ�”�‘�Ž�‹�•�ƒ�•�ï�����‹�˜�‹�Ž�����ƒ�”�����‹�–�‡�•, shown at left. 

 �³Touring the Carolinas' Civil War Sites is an ideal and essential travel guide 
for Civil War buffs wishing to visit the numerous North Carolina and South Car-
olina Civil War memorial sites and battlefields. A life-long Civil War buff, Clint 
Johnson draws upon his considerable expertise to present the meticulous re-
sults of exhaustive research in an articulate, reader-friendly text that is aug-

mented throughout with area photography. Touring the Carolinas' Civil War 
Sites is a highly recommended addition to personal and regional Civil War 
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     -Midwest Book Review  


